
ObituaryProfessor Dr. hab. Jerzy Wa»ny, full member of the PolishAademy of Sienes (1927-2010)

Professor Dr. hab. Jerzy Wa»nyOn August 23, 2010, Professor Dr. hab. Jerzy Wa»ny, a full member of thePolish Aademy of Sienes, passed away. He was an outstanding sientist, thefounder of the Polish shool of wood protetion and onservation, an expert inproblems of biologial orrosion of buildings, an experiened university teaherand eduator of young people.Professor Jerzy Wa»ny was born on Deember 18, 1927 in Borysªaw near Lwów.He had started his university eduation soon after the World War II at the ForestryFaulty of the Warsaw Agriultural University (now Warsaw University of LifeSienes) SGGW in Warsaw. He speialised in wood pathology and onservationunder the guidane of Professor Dr. hab. Józef Kohman. He also studied woodanatomy and mirobiology at the Warsaw University under the guidane of rev-erend Józef Szuleta PhD, and Professor Kazimierz Bassalik.In 1949, being a student, he started his oupational areer in the Instituteof Building Tehnology in Warsaw where he was in harge of the �rst Polish De-partment of Building Myology. In 1956 he returned to SGGW together withthe Department he had founded. Afterwards, he both founded and developed the



86 Professor Dr. hab. Jerzy Wa»nyDepartment of Wood Pathology and Conservation. In the period 1979-1998 hekept working at the Faulty of Wood Tehnology, Warsaw Agriultural UniversitySGGW, being the head of the Chair of Wood Protetion. He gained the subsequentsienti� degrees and titles in his maternal University: PhD in the tehnial si-enes in 1957, habilitated dotor and assistant professor (doent) in 1962, assoiateprofessor in 1969, and full professor in 1976.In the years 1979-1981 Professor Jerzy Wa»ny was the Dean of the Faulty ofWood Tehnology of SGGW, and sine 1983 he ollaborated, as a onsultant, withthe Institute of Wood Tehnology in Pozna«. He was ative in many governmentand nongovernment organisations, being among others, the president of the Com-mittee of Wood Tehnology of the Polish Aademy of Sienes PAN (three terms);he was hairman of the Interministerial Commission of Wood and Buildings Pro-tetion, hairman of the Sienti� Counil at the Minister of Forestry an WoodIndustry, hairman of the Tehnial Committee no 185 in the problems of WoodProtetion at the Polish Normalization Committee. He was an adviser of the Min-ister of Constrution Industry and Building Materials in the area of buildingsprotetion in the years 1960-1963.In 1991 Professor Jerzy Wa»ny was eleted a orresponding member of thePolish Aademy of Sienes (PAN) and beame a full member of the Aademy in2004.Professor Jerzy Wa»ny was also a member of very many international organisa-tions and assoiations among them, he was member of the International Aademyof Wood Siene Sine 1976, founder-member of the International Researh Groupon Wood Preservation sine 1970 (now IRG on Wood Protetion, Sweden); thelatter organisation honoured the Professor, during its 38th annual meeting held inJakson (USA) in 2007, with the title of \Honorary Life-Long Member".The sienti� heritage of Professor JerzyWa»ny inluds about 450 publiations,more than 120 of them were published abroad by the leading journals, suh ase.g., \Wood Siene and Tehnology", \Wood and Fiber Siene", \Wood Prote-tion", \Holzforshung", \Holz als Roh- und Werksto�", \Holztehnologie", \Ma-terial und Organismen", \International Biodeterioration", \Chimia Dreviesiny",or \Douments of IRG on Wood Protetion". The number of itations of the Pro-fessor's papers in the worldwide literature amounts to about 200, aording tothe Siene Citation Index. Many of his realised projet tasks were original andpioneer papers, ontributing to the progress of the worldwide siene.Professor Jerzy Wa»ny was an internationally appreiated sientist. He oop-erated with the leading researhers in the �eld of wood protetion; among hissientist fellows were: G. Beker from Berlin-Dahlen, W. Liese from Hamburg,W.P.K. Findlay and J.E. Levi from the U.K., V. Rypa�ek from Brno, A. Wakinfrom St. Petersburg, S. Gorshin from Mosow, H. Greaves from Melbourne, andvery many others. He has visited many ountries of the Word (Australia, NewZealand, Japan and others) as a visiting professor. In Poland, he ollaborated withmany sienti� enters, suh as e.g., the Wood Tehnology Institute in Pozna«, theDepartment of Wood Protetion and Conservation of the Faulty of Wood Teh-nology in Pozna«, the Faulty of Fine Arts Conservation and Renovation of theFine Arts Aademy in Warsaw. He maintained lose oupational ontats with



Professor Dr. hab. Jerzy Wa»ny 87skansens, museums and other institutions, leading mutual researh projets andpublishing joint papers.Professor Jerzy Wa»ny paid a lot of attention to the development of teahingprograms in the �eld of wood protetion and onservation. As early as 1979 heintrodued a new subjet to the urriulum of the Faulty of Wood Tehnologyof SGGW: \The protetion of wood", prior to that date he had had letures in woodand building protetion at the post graduate studies at the Faulty of ForestryFaulty of SGGW; he also had letures at the Faulty of Arhiteture of theWarsaw Institute of Tehnology. For more than 30 years, Professor Jerzy Wa»nyhad regular letures in onservational mirobiology at the Faulty of MonumentsConservation of the Aademy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, as well as leturing theproblems of wood onservation at the Faulty of Arheology and the Departmentof Ethnology of the Warsaw University. During his impressive, nearly 50 year--long oupational ativity, Professor Wa»ny was a sienti� supervisor of over 100of graduated students, and 11 PhD's, out of whih 5 persons reahed the sienti�title of professor. Of partiularly high pratial importane were the trainingsand teahing ourses organised for many years at the Center for Sta� Exelleneof the Ministry of Communal Industry, and still led by the Polish Assoiationof Building Industry Myologists (PSMB) in Wroªaw, where more than 2500building industry engineers and monument onservators have been trained.Professor Jerzy Wa»ny was an initiator and organizer of the biannual Symposiaon Wood Protetion, held ylially sine 1963, as well as a o-organizer of theSienti�-Tehnial Symposia of PSMB, and the \Kontra" Conferenes organisedunder the auspies of PZITB.The ativity of Prof. J. Wa»ny was internationally appreiated. He was hon-oured with frequent prizes and awarded many medals, inluding the Ron CokroftAward of International Researh Group on Wood Protetion in Sweden (1990),Bogdan Maroni medal of the Aademy of Fine Arts (ASP) for his ahievementsin the �eld of monuments protetion (1997), the Wªadysªaw Danileki PZIT prizefor the extraordinary ahievements in the �eld of building objets longevity im-provement and protetion against orrosion (2004), as well as the Mihaª Oza-powski medal of the Polish Aademy of Sienes for the great ontribution tothe progress of forestry sienes (2006). Professor Jerzy Wa»ny was also honouredin 2000 the title of a Honourable Member of the Polish Assoiation of BuildingIndustry Myologists (PSMB { Wroªaw).The sienti� areer of Professor Jerzy Wa»ny is a model example of the abilityto de�ne life goals and their onsequent realisation. He ontinued his reativesienti� ativity till the very last days of his life. In 2010, Professor Jerzy Wa»nywas honoured for the whole of his oupational ativity with the award of thePrime Minister of the Republi of Poland.With His death the Polish siene has lost a prominent sientist and speialist.We have lost a friend and an authenti man.Prof. Dr. Krzysztof J. Krajewski


